A lack of effect of captopril on platelet aggregation in patients with congestive heart failure.
We have studied the acute and chronic effects of an ACE inhibitor (captopril) on platelet function and the renin-angiotensin system in patients with congestive heart failure. Plasma concentrations of angiotensin II fell significantly after a single dose of captopril (25 mg) and during long-term treatment with captopril (2 weeks, 75 mg/day). Plasma renin activity increased significantly after both the single and repeated doses. Captopril did not affect ADP-induced platelet aggregation or concentrations. It seems unlikely that circulating angiotensin II affects ADP-induced platelet aggregation in patients with congestive heart failure.